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THE 


Supernatural Incarnation 


OF 4 
JESUS CHRIST 
| Proved to be falſe, Gr. 


Honoured Friend, 


[ TAKE thy Advice very kindly, but 
muſt perjer the Truth. I have many hinge 
on my Mind concerning what we talk'd of: 
but my Affairs, and narrow Time, will not admit 
me to mention them; only conſider this, that 
whatever. honeſt Man thou art converſant with, 
that has no other Views but the Glory of his 


Creator, and his own and Fellow- Creatures 


Good, can be in no great Danger of being ſe- 
duced into a low Eſteem of his ſupreme Bene- 
factor. For ſuch a Man will not admit, nor 
ealily give Credence to any Doctrines, come 
from what real or pretended Author they will, 
which do not quadrate with the moral Cha- 
+ rater and abſolute Perfections of that high 
and holy, wiſe, juſt and good God, TOW 
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he hath rightly and truly ſet his Affections up- 
cn, and anchor'd his Hope. I 
But that Man ſeems to be in ten times ten 
more Danger to decline in his Love to God, 
who can ſuſpend or diſcard his rational Facul- 
ties to that Degree (either through want of 
due Attention to find out Truth, or for worldly 
Views, Aims and Ends) as to believe the moſt 
glaring Abfurdities : That the moſt high God 
and Father. of All, has an Equal ; yea, two 
Perſons that are both equal to him in Power and 
Glory. That, the firſt, or the third Perſon, 
begat the Second Perſon, by impregnating a Vir- 


gin, or young Woman (a very honeſt juſt Man's 


Wife) who, according to that Story, had 
eſpouſed her to himſelf, But before they came 
lagel ber, ſhe was found with Child by the Holy 
"Ghoſt. And yet this pretended God, or Angel, 
was ſo notoriouſly unjuſt and mapifeſtly un- 
reaſonable, as to deſire Jaſepb, to take" to bim 
Mary bis Wife, without giving him one Roman 
Penny, or fo much as a ſingle Mite, though 
ſhe was then great with Child, according to 
the Story- -reller, before her Huſband ever knew 
her, 

| Now the great ReQor of the ede had 
ſaid plainly, Ze fhall be boly : for I the Lord 
your God am boly. The Adullerer and the 
Adultereſi ſhall furely be put to Death. This is 
the Law of God, 1 — ſhall not the Judge of all 


bs tbe Earth do right. How groſs and odious it 


is therefore to impute ſuch Things to him that 


63 | 
is of purer Eyes than to bebold Iniquity with the | 
leaſt Degree of Approbation, * 1 
For he has no need of Women nor of Men, if 
be were a bungry be would not tell us, for all the 
World is bis, and the Catile of a thouſand Hills, It 
ſeems to ſavour like one of the old Heatheniſh 
Stories of the ſecret Amours of Jupiter, and other 
ſuch laſcivious pretended Gods as he was. 
Beſides, every wiſe and good Man, who 
reveres the ſacred Name of God, ought to- 


be very cautious how he gives Credit to a. 4 
Story that is ſo ſhocking to Reaſon z and 


ſeems to ſtrike at the moral Character of the 
ſupreme Being, the pure and holy Fountain of 
all Goodneſs. Eſpecially when we conſider, 
that the Firſt of all the Chriſtians, who were 
called the Nazarenes, from the Town of Na- 
zareth, where Chriſt was brought up; and 
they were his Neighbours 3: and, tis very like- 
ly, knew Joſeph and Mary, both before, and 

at the Time of their Marriage; and at the 
| Births of Jeſus, and Jatves, and Joſes, and Simon, 
and Judas, and their Siſters ; but never knew 
nor believed any thing of this marvellous or mon- 
ſtrous Conception; but did conſtantly believe 
Jeſus of Nazareth, to be the Son of Joſeph and 
Mary, in the common way of Procreation, and 
this 4 verily believe is true, and that they were 
a very loving laborious honeſt religious Couple, 
that lived in the true Fear of God, and in full Obe- 
dience to his Law, and that they all work'd 
with their Father, and made Carts, and Rakes, 
and Yoaks, and Ploughs for their Neighbours 
Drs 3 =: 


(6) 


at their honeſt, needfu], and neceſſary Voca- 


tion. 


And that Joſepb was the real Father of Feſus, 
appears plainly, from his natural Affection to 
him, at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, and from 
Mary's own Words alſo, who expreſsly calls. 
him bi Father, without any Reſerve : For itis 
ſaid, the Child grew and waxed ſtrong, or high, 
in Spirit (as bis Couſin John the Baptiſt did 
"the ſame) filled with Wiſdom ; and the Grace, 
- viz, the Favour of God was upon bim. Now 
bis Parents went to Jeruſalem every Year, at 
the Feaſt of the Paſſover, And when he was 
twelve Years old, they went and took him 


k with chem, and when they returned a Day's 


3.3 " Journey and found him not, both of them, 
the Father, as well as the Mother, turned 
back to ſeek him, and when they found him, 
; they were. amazed: and his Mother ſaid unto 
"him, Son, why haſt thou thus dealt with us; be- 
Dold thy Father and I have ſought thee forrow- 
ing. Let any wiſe, unprtjudiced, ſincere Searcher 
after Truth, obſerve here, if he cannot ſee 
' plainly the fame. natural paternal Love from 
the Father as from the Mother, both of them 
equally ſorrowing till they had found their Son. 
And here Joſeph ſhews forth ſome of the Ten- 
- derneſs, that was in his royal Anceſtor David, 
towards his Son Abſalom, ſaying, O n Son 
, Abſalom, my Son, my Son Abſalom : would God 
1 bad died for thee, O Abſalom, my Son, my Son. 
But I am apt to think, that if B David had 


| 5 "5 3 hought ſome other Being, or Agent, had been 


before 


 defore-hand coneermd in the begetting 
lom, he had never utter'd that Raiba — 4 
ſion. But above all things, _ dicious 


and manifeſt Contradiction, this 


(7) 


of "Ry 


Man ought to conſider what a pa fal. le. Blot, 


otion is, 
that Jeſus is not the real Son of Joſepb; for al- 


moſt all the Writers of the New Teſtament do 


poſitively maintain and aſſert that Jeſus is de- 


ſcended, lineally deſcended, from David: and draw } 
don the Genealogy from him to Joſepb. Bur 
if Jeſus be not the real Son of Foſeph, then he ' 
cannot be brought into his Line, nor have any 


juſt Right or natural Claim to be the Son of 


David, nor to be lineally deſcended from him. 


Becauſe all Men of Learning and Under- 1 


ſtanding in the ewiſb Laws and Cuſtoms know 
full well, that it is of no great Moment what 
Line the Woman was for the Gene Þ 
always brought down by the Male Line; For 


Lis 


Salmon's Wife was a Canaanite, and Boaz's 
Wife was a Moabite (David's great Grand- 


mother). But the natural Genealogy runs in the : 


Male Line from Salmon to Boaz, to David, 


to Zerobabel, and ſo down to Joſepb the Hufband 
of Mary; and if Jeſus Chriſt was not the real 
Son of Joſepb, all the Men in the World can 
never prove him to be lineally deſcended from 


David, nor of the Tribe of Judab; for it is 
not certain whether Mary was of that Fribe, or 
of the Tribe of Levi, becauſe her Couſin Eliza- 
beth, it is moſt likely, was of the Tribe of 


Levi, Now beſides — others, the Author 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, poſitively: and * 
expreſsly tells us, that if is evident our: 3 N 
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(8 ) 

prog. out ef Judah, and from the Loins 6f 
D and of the Seed of Abraham ; all which 
.muſt fall pretty if this ſtrange and abſurd 


Story of the Incarnation be true. 


But beſides all this, if Zeſus was not the true 


Son of Joſepb, then it makes the Angel to tell 
Mary a notorious Falſhood (and ſurely, . my 
Friend Gabriel, if he were a good Angel, would 
not tell Lies) for he expreſsly ſays, that, be 
Lord God ſhall give unto bim the Throne of his 


Father David, Luke i. 32. From hence, no- 
thing can be more plain, than Jeſus was the 


Son of David; but if he was begotten by the 


Holy Ghoſt, or by the Angel, ſaid to be ſen? 


by God, unto a City of Galilee, named Nazareth , 
10 a Virg in eſpouſed, viz. betrothed, married, 
aſſured in in Wedlock, to a Man whoſe Name was 

Joſeph, of the Houſe of David; and the Virgin's 


Name was Mary. Whoſoever came upon ber, 


or overſhadowed ber, if it was not Foſepb her 
Huſband that really begot Jeſus, then was he not 
the Son of David, but of ſome other Being or 


Agent, and not deſcended either from Abrabam, 


David, or juſt and righteous Joſepb. And all 


the Popes and Councils, Prelates and Pricſts, 


under Heaven, can never make a falſe Propo- 
ſuion a true one. | 


* 


And the beſt, I ink. that can be ſaid of 


1 Jargon, monſtrous Doctrine, is, that it is 
4 grand unintelligible unconceivable Piece of 


ill concerted, unconnected, incoherent Nonſenſe. 

And may I be allowed to write my lincere 

"_—_ concerning Joſepb and Mary, and 5 ä 
5 oly | 


the firſt Followers and Believers of Chri 


a truly honeſt and reli 


? 


tes} 


hold Child . Son Jeſus, of Nazareib; 1 40 


verily believe, that they are all three moſt ſhame- 
fully abuſed and ſcandaliaed, by almoſt all De- 
nominations' of pretended Chriſtians, excep 


called Nazarenes ; for they never, any of them, 
believed otherwiſe of him than I myſelf now 
do. And that is, That Foſeph and Mary were 
ous Couple, walking 
in all the Ordinances of God blameleſs; that 
they were a faithful, conſtant, loving Pair, 
and never violated the Marriage-Bed; that ſhe | 
never knew any Being, Angel, or Man, either 
before or after her Eſpouſal, but her Huſband 

Joſeph; and that by him, and him only, ſhe 5 
had her Firſt- born Son Jeſus, and James, and 


Joſes, Simon, Judas, and his Siſters. And a- 
 greeable to this, all the Zews, that were 


fonally acquainted with Joſepb and Mary, and 


with Feſus and his Brethren, and all'the 'Naza» 


renes, who were Neighoours and much more 


likely to know the Marriage and Birth vf Feſtus 
(than thoſe who wrote this ſcandalous Story 


three or four and fifty Vears after) all theſe 


aforeſaid, never believed any thing of this ſu- 


pernatural Incarnation, but conſtantly affirm- 


ed, he was begotten: by Joſeph, in the univer- 
fal Way of Procreation ;' and People may full 
as well ſay, the Holy Ghoſt came upon Sarab 
and overſhadowed her dead Womb, and begat 


Jaac, or that the Holy Gholt begat John Bap 


. iſt, for it is not expreſsly faid, that Zecharias 
beget him; but 1 it 1s laid, "that Elizabeth" was | 


filled 


(10) 
filled with the Holy Ghoft, Luke i. 41. So Jobn 
the Baptiſt, - the Prophet Jeremiab, were 
ſanctiſied from the Womb, and in that Senſe; 
no doubt, the holy Prophet Feſus was, by the 
Holy Ghoſt fanctified from his Mother's Womb, 
the Anointed, that is, /beChriff, And I firmly 
believe he was a Prophet fent by God, as Jobs 
the Baptiſt was; and that they both FRAS 
that excellent and eternal Doctrine of Repen- 
tance: and Reformation, as the true and ſure 
Way to obtain Remiſſion of Sins, Reconcilia- 
tion to God, and Acceptance with him. Ho- 
neſtly telling all Men, that the Ax was laid to 
tha Root of the Tree, and if they did not bring 
forth good Fruit, they would be cut down and 
caſt into the Fire. And that whatſoever we 
would that Men ſhould do unto us, fo do like- 
wiſe, for that to do ſo was the Subſtance or 
Quinteſſence of the Law and the Prophets, ever 
was, and will be, tothe End of Time. 
But as Prieſt-craft and Perſecution holds up 
Popery, and all its abſurd Do&rines, ſo Li- 
berty and Toleration tends to overturn it, and 
a free impartial Examination of thoſe Doctrines, 

will not fail to diſcover their Truth, or their 
| Falſhood. The Eſſence of Proteſtantiſm con- 
fiſts in every one's having a Right to judge for 
himſelf, and acting according to that Judgment, 
after he has taken all due Pains to find out the 
Truth. And this glorious Principle is founded 
upon the plain Words of Chriſt himſelf, V. 
| do ye not even of your own ſelves judge what is 


not 


right. So that true Followers of Chriſt ought 


— — 
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not to ſuffer any Men to impoſe their Doctrines 
on them, till they have examined and judged 
hs of them, whether they are right or wrong, true 
b. lor falſe. And if Prieſts tell us, that this Evan- 
1, geliſt ſays ſo, and that Apoſtle ſays ſo and fo, 
bas we are not ſure they did fay ſo; but if they 
eq did, we are fure that they were fallible Men, 
| have not only been egregiouſly miſtaken in their 
Expectation of a temporal Meſſiah, but in o- 
ia, I thery Matters to be blamed ; even Peter himſelf, 
who bought a Sword, and intended nothing leſs 
to than to be Captain-General, and Judas to be 
Lord High- Treaſurer, and James and Jobn to 
ng | be Principal Secretaries of State to Chriſt in his 
we temporal Kingdom. And this miſtaken Opinion 
te. | they continued in all the Time Chriſt was 
or | Earth; even after his Reſurrection, they then faid 
er | 9 him, Lord, will thou at this Time reſtore the Ring- 
dom io Iſrael? They did not apprehend any thing 
up of a ſpiritual Kingdom, till after Chriſt was 
i. |} aſcended into Heaven, And even after that, 
nd | many of them, both of the Apoſtles and o- 
es, || thers, ſeemed to expect his ſudden coming a- 
eir gain to reign upon Earth, tho* now above 1700 
n- Years ſince. It is certain, that both Jobn the 
ror | Baptiſt, and Jeſus Chriſt, were born and bred, 
it, and lived and died Fews, and came not to de- 
ho ſtroy the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfil 
eq them; they would not have Men to think ſuch 
by a Thought. - 
is But they explained Fudaiſ in, and ſet it in a 
be due Light, illuſtrating the truly rational and 
or piricual Senſe of * Law. Fi 
An 
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And Obrin left no new. Laws in writing, but 
Jews, and the Followers of Chriſt, had one and 
the ſame Canon of Scripture, viz. the Old Teſta- 
ment, nor was there any Separation of the latter. 
fromthe former, with whom they continued many 
Years. in Communion after the Death of Feſus 
Cbriſt; for, as James told Paul, Thou zeſt, Bro- 
ther, — many Thouſands of Fews there are 
which believe, pd they are all zealous of the Law, 
and they are informed of thee, that thou teacheſt 
all the Jews, which are among the Gentiles, 10 for- 
fake Moſes, ſaying, that they ought not to circum- 
ciſe their Children, neither to walk after the Cuſtoms. 
What is it therefore? The Mullitude muſt. needs 
come together : for they will bear that. thou art 


come; do this therefore that we ſay unto. thee : we 


have four Men which hawe a Vow upon them ; 
them take, and purify thy ſelf with them, and be at 
charges with them, that. they may ſhave their 


Heads : and all may know, that thoſe things whereof. || 
they were informed concerning thee, are nothing, but 


that, thou thyſelf alſo walkeſt orderly, and eepeſt 
the Law, Acts xxi. Now obſerve, this Coun- 
ſel to Paul, was not given by Fames only, but 


in Concert with all the Elders, who were Fra 
preſent. It is very. plain, that theſe, Apoſtles 
and Elders, command and adviſe Paul to a ſtrict. 


Obſervation of the Law and the Cuſtoms. For 


though they had allowed the Gentile Chriſtians 
a Diſpenſation from Circumciſion, and the Cuſ- 


toms, but not to believing Jes; they muſt 


wall orderly, and keep the Law. And Paul 
was to ſhow before all the People, that all 


thoſe 
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. 
hoſe Informations they bad heard, of bis teach- 
ing the Jews that were among the Gentiles to for- 
ale Moſes, were nothing, of not ſo ; but that be 
himſelf walk'd orderly, and kept the Law, very 
r 
Tho', by the by, the Information the Prp- 
ple had, ſeems not true; but the Deſign: for 
certain was to peeſuade them it was not. Anil 
„ Paul, at that Time, being neither Prieſt-rig, 
„% lor Party-rid, did as they directed, 'took the 
% Advice of the Church-Guides, and with all the 
Rituals of the Law, went into the Temple with 
* tbe four Men. But this Device did not anſwer 
the End, for ſoon after there was ſuch a Squall 
or Tournado in the Temple, as ſome think made 


5s Friend Paul repent his Conformity, But be 
” it ſo or not, many good Men have been ata 
Loss how to account of that Matter, For if it 


at | was the Duty then of believing Fets, to walk 
orderly, and keep the Law; it muſt be ſo now 
of J becauſe this was near thirty Years after the 
«4 | Aſcenſion of Feſus Cbriſt, and the Deſcenſion of 

the real, or ſuppoſed, Holy Ghoſt on the Apo- 
ſtles. So that 4 ever they had any ſuch extraor- 
dinary Effuſions of the Holy Ghoſt, as they re- 
late, it was long before this Church-Affair hap- 
pened. And many honeſt, wiſe, and good Men 
may be reaſonably inclined to believe, that thoſe 
real or pretended Effuſions were evaporated or 
aſcended into Heaven again; for a Perſon of 
common Sagacity, who impartially reads and 
confiders that Paſſage of the Apoſtles and El- 
ders, may be naturally induced to conceive, 
SY "> they 
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believing Jews muſt walk orderly and keep the 


. (4) 
they had no Supernatural Affluence of the Holy 
Ghoſt at that time, whatever they might or 
might not have on the Day. of Pentecoſt many 
Tears before. For it ſeems no Inconſiſtency, 
that the believing. Gentiles might forſake 
Moſes, and not obſerve the Law, but the 


Law; and even Paul himſelf is required by the 
Apoſtle and Elders, ſo to do. When at the 
Tame time, ihe Gentiles were to obſerve no ſuch 
Zhing : ſaving only that they keep themſelves from 
. things offered to Idols, and from Blood, and from 
trangled, and from Fornication ; tho? our Lord 
"Feſus Chriſt tells us, there ſhall be, one Fold and 
one S§bepberd; and he left the Law, as he found 
it, and never added to it, nor any way dimi- 
niſhed from it, but fully obeyed and kept it all 
his whole Life. For it was not Cbriſt, but the 
Roman Armies that overthrew the Temple and 
the Fewiſh State. See Joſepbus. 
And the great Variation and Diſcord of the 
Evangeliſts about the Genealogies, and other 

Matters, but "efpecially' this ſtrange abſurd 
Doctrine of the Incarnation, and many other 
Relations and Tranſactions of the Apoſtles and 
Elders, gives great Occaſion to many honeſt, 
ſincere, judicious Enquirers after Truth, to 
conclude they were fallable Men, as we our- 
ſelyes are; were many Fears miſtaken every * 
one of them, all the time that Chriſt was upon 
Earth, and might be ſo in ſome other reſpects || +: 
to the End of their Lives. 
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And tho ſuch honeſt Men may be bra 
wich the Odious and uncharitable Names 
Hereticks, and Infidels, and what they pi 
as Papiſts do all Proteſtants that have re 
from them, yet are we content to oy it to 
the great diſcriminating Day, when we are 
ſure God will judge the Hearts of all Men, in 
Righteoufneſi. He being no reſpecter of Perſons, 
but in every Nation him that feareth God, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted. And. if Peter 
had never ſaid fo, yet it Was, and is, and evet 
me be, an eternal Truth. * 

But as to this Supernatural Incarnation, there 
is no Proof nor Ground for it either in the Old 
Teſtament, or in Reaſon. The Qvotations 
out of Ja. vii. 14. does not ſuit to it at all, 
but evidently confutes it, and cannot relate to 
the Conception of the Virgin Mary, and of 
the Birth of Jeu; but plainly relate to a 
Virgin, or young Woman, in the Days of 


. a King — gs: ſeven mand. Por 


off ho” Matthew — * all this Was * — that 
it it. 57 be fulfilled which was ſpoken by the Pro- 
phet, ſaying, Bebold, a Virgin ſhall be ith Child, 
aud ſhall bring forth a Son, and they ſhall call bis 
Name Immanuel. 

Now the Hebrew. Word, Almab, Ggn ies 
a Virgin, or young Woman, as will clearly 


appear from the Prophet's Hiſtory and Fact. 
For, when Rezin King of Syria, and Petab, 


King of Iſrael, were an dee together, 
„ Abax, * of K z Iſaiah, the Pro- 


Phet 


(16) 
phet was ſent by God, firſt to comfort Aba. 
and all his Nation, and afterwards to aſſure ; 
them by a Sign or Miracle, that his Enemies 
Mould in a little time be confounded. But 
Abax, being very humble, and in deep concern 
for his People, for his Heart was moved and the 
Heart of bis People, as the Trees of the Wood 
are moved with the Wind, would not aſe 4 
Sign; the Prophet ſaid, "The Lord Hall give an 
you a Sign: Behold a Virgin (or young Woman) 
| ſhall conceive and bear a Son, 2 ſhall call bis 
Name Immanuel, Butter and Honey Hall be it; 
Bat he may know to refuſe the Evil oil and chuſe-the 
Good, for before the Child Hall know to refuſe the V 
Evil and chuſe the Good, the Land ſball be forſaken 1 
of both ber Kings, Ia; vii. 14, 15, 166. 
Now this Sign is accordingly given Abaz by 
che Prophet, be - took % Witneſſes, and in 
their Preſence went unto the ſaid Virgin, or young 
Woman, calld the Propheteſs, who in due 
time conceived and bare' a Son, who' was named 0 
Immanuel; after whoſe Birth, the Projects and I} h. 
evil Deſigns of Rezin and Petab were ſoon ol 
confounded, according to the hes e and 
Sign given by the Prophet. | (. 
And the Prophet himſelf puts it paſt all Dif. f 
pute, by his own expreſs Words, as well as by | » 
the whole Narration, that his own Child was e 
the Sign mentioned, when he ſays, Bebold I and | i: 
the Children, whom the Lord bath given me, are || « 
Jor Signs and for Wonders in Iſrael, from the | © 
* 7 Tow. _ dwelletbs i in Mount on, 4 11 
f | A 
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Here nothing can be more evident, for this 
is the plain, clear Deſign of the Prophet, litteral- 
ly, obviouſly, and primarily underſtood ; an 
thus is he underſtood by one of the moſt” judi- 
cious of Interpreters, the great Grotius. 
But to ſuppoſe the Prophet to have the Vir- 
gin Mary's Conception and of her Son Feſus in 
View, is a very great and monſtrous Abſurdity, 
ve and contrary to the very Intent and Deſign 
Jof the Sign given to the Prophet, to convince 
bit Abaz, that - brought a Meſſage from the 
Lord, to aſſure him that the two Kings ſhould 
not ſucceed againſt him. For how. could 4 
Virgin's Conception and bearing a Son ſeven 


the Prophet came to him with the ſaid Meſſage 
from the Lord? And how uſeleſs. was it to 
Abaz as well. as abſurd in itſelf ; for the Pro» 
phet to ſay, that, before a Child, born ſeven 
hundred Tears hence, Hall diſtinguiſh between 
Good: and Evil, the Land ſball be forſaken of both 
ber Kings, which ſhould ſeem a Banter inſtead 
mon TEST NN PR ᷣͤ Ü 
But a Prophecy of a certain Birth of a Male 
Child, to be born within a Year or ſhort Time; 
ſeems to be a proper Sign, as being not only 
what could not with Certainty be foretold, ex- 
cept by a Perſon inſpir'd by God; but as 
immediately or ſoon coming to paſs, and con- 
ſequently evideneing irſelf to be a divine Sign, 
anſwering all the Purpoſes of a Sign. And 
ſuch a Sign is agreeable to the divine Conduct 
on the like Occaſions. God gave Gideon, and 
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hundred Years after, be any Sign to Abaz, that 


(18) 
Allo to | Hezeliah, immediate Signs to prove, 
that he ſpoke to them; and that the things 
romifed to them ſhould come to'paſs. 
So that this Prophecy of 1/aiab, being plain- 
Jy and literally fulfill*d in the moſt conſpicu- 
dus and primary Senſe of the Words (as any 
viſe unprejudiced Perſon may eaſily ſee by 
reading the Paſſage) there ſeems not to be the 
Teaſt Ground for that aſtoniſhing Story ſaid to 
be in the firſt of Matthew, For many learned, 
viſe, judicious Men have affirmed, that Hoſe 
two firſt Chapters, did not originally belong 
to Maltbew's Goſpel, but has been foiſted into 
it long after it was wrote, and indeed that Gof- 
1 T7 has been conteſted, '' doubted; and 
_ contended about in many if not moſt Ages. 
But that Goſpel” according to the Hebrews, or 
Naxarenes, which was thought to be the frſt 
and beſt. and trueſt Narrative of- thoſe w_ 
times, is baniſhed out of the World, becau 

it had not one Word in it, of this uncon- 

| deivable Story of the Incarnation, © 
And as it is apparent this ſnhameful Story his 
| no Foundation in the Prophet Jſaiab, nor in 
| All the Old Teſtament, the only ſure Canon 
= - > Scripture 3 for what is called the New 
Teſtament, is doubtful, and of uncertain Autho- 
Fly. Arid the Canon of it not being fully ſettled 
= y hundred Years after Chriſt, and what 
Books they did collect were culPd and pick'd 
out of a yery great Number that were A = 

: vate Mens Hands, as at the Council of 
. ices, and at other times; 3 this Book ſhall be 


counted 
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owned Geniune and Orthodox, that 


Spurious 


and Heretical; and all this, and many other 


things, as Creeds, &c. made 2 
Pack of ignorant, proud, inſolent, us net 
wrangli as is manifeſt from their 
own Hiſtories, which repreſent them after ſuch - 
a Manner ever ſince Perſecution : prevailed, as 
one 'would imagine he was reading a Story of 
Devils, rather than of the Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles, fee Jerom, Baſil, Ambroſe, Hilary, 
and Nazianzen, And as they were all fallible 
Men, and not to be depended on, nor their De- 
eiſions, ſo the famous Chillingworib tells us, 
Cap. 6. That he ſees plainly, and that with 
« his own Eyes, that there are Councils againſt 
« Councils, ſome Fathers againſt others, the 
* fame Fathers againſt themſelves, a Conſent 
«+ of Fathers of one Age, againſt a Conſent of 
« Fathers of another Age, the Church of one 
« Ape, againſt the Church of another Age.” 
Therefore as we are not likely to have a juſt 
Catalogue of genuine Books nor Deciſions hand- 
ed 2 to us The ſuch Men, ſo every Soul of 
us have great Cauſe to bleſs, praiſe, and adore 
our Creator, that hath graciouſly endowed us 
with rational Faculties, to prevent our bein 
impoſed upon by any Men; that would chruft 
fach notorious, abfurd Doctrines down our 
Throats, as this of the Incarnation is, And 
one would reaſonably think, that whoever would 
carefully and honeſtly read over the whole Paſ- 
lage in Jaiab, will never give Credence 1 that 
_T, 


* 


1 2⁰ 
Story any more; For as it never did the Chri- 
ſtian — good, ſo, on the other Hand, 
ic has done it inexpreſſible Hurt and Diſgrace. 
For not a few, but many other falſe Doctrines 


are built upon it, and that the Papiſts are all 
aware of; eſpecially in the moſt bigotted Coun- 
tries, as Portugal, Spain, and Jialy: As, Tri- 


nity, making of Images, and bowing: down 


to them; praying to Mary, the Mother of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to Saints, Tranſubſtantiation, 


and Merits of Jeſus, and infinite Satisfaction, 
viz. one infinite Perſon makes Satisfaction to 
another infinite Perſon, and many more ſuch 


Jargon Principles; all founded upon this dar- 


ling, popiſh Doctrine of the Incarnation. So 


that if it falls, great will be the Fall of it, for 


all the reſt, or at leaſt a vaſt Number, of the 
"op iſn and Proteſtant Trumpery will fall wich 

"And as they are held up by Force and 
Falſhood, Inquiſitions and Perſecutions, being 
the main Props of them; ſo when they fail; 


| gown they all fall even to the Ground. 


For they having no Foundation in Reaſon; 


nor Scripture, horrid and ſhocking to the for- 
mer, and the latter deteſting and declaring a- 


gainſt them, by God himfelf, and all his Pro- 
ts. Reaſon tells us there is but one firſt 


CLauſe, who is the Sang Caufality of all other 


Beings 3 and that he has all Perfections, which 
he does not receiye or derive: from any other, 
but has them originally of himſelf, being Inde- 


pendent and Selt-exiſtent, ar. in this it is that 
the Unitarians triumph as unanſwerable. And 


Pep ome AY mp APD rern Oo  yv A Oo oc wg =©y = D 


E 
n 
t 


(ar) 
as to the Scriptures, no Words can poſlibly; be 
„ more plain, than the ſacred firſt Command- 
e: | ment, the God of the Univerſe ſo ſolemnly des 
28 clares; Thou ſbalt bave na other Gads beſides 
Me. Thus faith the great Fountain of Reaſon, 
who is wortby to be believed, and to the Truth 
of which all — Patriarchs and Prophets. give 
Wineſs. And had not this Scandalous Doctrine 
of Incarnation. been ſet up, that.-unreaſonable 
and monſtrons Doctrine of Trinity had never 
been born. And had that never been born, 
then for certain, Tranſubſtantiation had never 
had a Being; neither ſhould we have ever heard 
of a Breaden God among Chriſtians, nor Wine 
being his Blood, It would be very eaſy, but 
almoſt endleſs, to expoſe all the other falſe Doc 
trines which hang on this ſham Doctrine of 
h || Incarnation, as bowing dowu to Images of 
d | Gold, and Silver, and Braſg, yea to Stocks 
g and Stones, tho in flat Contradictian to the 
}; | facred Law of God, making no more Difficul- 
ty to break the Second, than to break the firſt 
1; || Commandment, by making the moſt high God 
r- | to be a Plurality of Perſons, a quarter of 2 
a+ {| Dozen, or half a Dozen, But by the Multi- 
2- | tude of Images they make, of Mary and Jaſus, 
& any wiſe Perſon may eaſily gueſs at the Ori- 
er |} ginal Source from whence this og Pract 
h | tice of Image-making ſprun 

% _ O Reaſon, Reaſon, how ball 1 ſet forth thy 
Excellency ! All thy Dictates are in Righteouſ- 
neſs, nothing froward or perverſe is in them: 
* are all plain to him that nnz 


(22) 
and right to them that find Knowledge. The 
Almighty Lo x o created thee in the Beginning 
of his Way, before his Works of Old; thou 
waſt ſer up from everlaſting, from the Begin- 
ning or ever the Earth was: Thou leadeſt all 
thoſe that will be guided by thee in the pleaſant 
Ways of Truth and Righteouſneſs. Well 
might the Almighty Lord delight in thee, who 
art the Beginning of the Creation of God, and 
the Firſt-born of every Creature; thou art the 
Light of the World to all thoſe that will be 
illuminated and governed by thee; they that 
love thee and ſeek thee ſhall find thee, all 
they that hate thee love Death, and bring Ca- 
lamity and Deſtruction upon themſelves; thou 
art the Candle of the Lord, a Meaſure or De- 
Vas of which he hath gracionſiy ou o every 
an to direct his Way. 

Holy Men, in all Ages, have called thee 
by ſynonymous Names, the Spirit, the Word, 
the Light, the Power, the Reaſon, or Wiſ⸗ 
dom of God, for he created thee from the Be- 
ſg before the World,' and thou ſheave never 

oy 
All Wiſdom comerh from the Lord, Ree is 
with him for ever. Wiſdom hath been created 
before all, and the Underſtanding of Prudence 
from everlaſting. The Word or Reaſon of 
God moſt High, is the Fountain of Wiſdom; 
and her Ways are everlaſting Commandments, 
Unto whom hath the Knowledge of Wiſdom 
been made manifeſt? And who hath underſtood 
her great Experience? There is one wiſe and 
90 3 greatly 
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greatly to be feared; the Lord ſitting upon his 
Throne. He created, and ſaw her, and num- 
bred her, and poured her out upon, all his 
Works. She is with all.Fleſh according to his 
Gift, and he hath given her to them that love 
him. The Fear of the Lord is Honour, and 
Glory, and Gladneſs, and a Crown of rejoicing. 
Whoſo feareth the Lord, it ſhall go well with 
him at the laſt, and he ſhall find Fayour inthe 
Day of his Death.. res at: ere 
From what has been obſerved above, I 
think any reaſonable Enquirer after Truth, may 
very eaſily and clearly perceive, that the di- 
fereut Names which holy Men of God have 
made uſe of in all Agesare ſynonymous Terms, 
ſignifying not a diſtin& Perſon from God, but 
his incomparable Qualities, Operations, and 
Perfections, as the Spirit, the Light, the 
Word, the Power, the Candle of the Lord, 


the | Reaſon or Wiſdom of God, a Meaſure 

- whereof the Bountiful Creator bath given to every 
Man and Woman to profit withal, that is, to 
dire& our Way : And as we uſe and improve, 


or abuſe, ſlight, and hide this Meaſure ; ſo, 


faith Reaſon and Scripture, will our Reward 
or Judgment be. Therefore it is ſaid, the 


Fear of the Lord is: the Beginning of Wiſdom, a 
good Underſtanding have all they that depart from 
Jniquity. Now. it is certain that God gave us 
this Meaſure of Reaſon or Wiſdom, to judge 
for ourſelves, that no Deceivers might impoſe 
falſe and abſurd Doctrines upon us, whether 
Popes or Prelates, Prieſts or Preachers, if they 


eat 
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ſpeak not according to this Word, Reaſon or Wiſ- 
dom of God, it is becauſe there is no Light in 
them, a deceived Heart hath turned them aſide, 
and they might eaſily know, if they would 
honeſtly and ſincerely reaſon on the Caſe, that 
they have a Lye at their Right-hand. 

For God cannot act contrary to his own juſt 
eternal Law, the ſacred ſeventh Commandment, 
Thou fhalt not commit Adultery, But this borrid 
Story of the Incarnation is ſo monſtrous and 
ſtupid, as to ſet forth, that, tbe Holy Ghoſt 
fall come upon thee, and the Power of the 
Higheſt ſhall over ſhadow thee. So that ſhe ſhould 
concieve by coming upon her, and by his 
overſhadowing her; when at che ſame time 
this young Woman was eſpouſed, that is be- 
trothed, married, aſſured in Wedlock, to a juſt, 
merciful, good Man, that loved God nd his 
Law, and conſequently walked in all the Ordi- 
naces of God blameleſs. How can any truly 
modeſt, honeſt, virtuous Man or Woman, that 
ſincerely loveth God, and has any Regard to 
his Honour and Glory, ever give Credence to 
ſuch a manifeſt Falſhood; that the King eternal, 
immortal, inviſible, the only, true God, that is 

erfect in Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and 
ang and hateth all Impurity, ſhould tranſact 
| ſuch an odious Concurrence with 4 quſt Man's 

Wife, in direct Violation of his own holy, Juſt, 


and good Law. 


J will appeal to tha Heart and Conſciences 


of all honeſt, Juſt, impartial, and unprejudiced 


Men and Women under Heaven, whether it 
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be not a moſt abominable Notion, to impute 
ſuch deteſtable things to the moſt High God,. 
the Holy One of /acl. Who never did nor 


ever will, ſet his Creatures ſuch an Example to 


violate his own ſacred ſeventh Commandment, 
but rather remember Abraham's true and ra- 
tional Words, Shall not the Fudge of all the 
Earth do right. | 

N ſincerely deſires that Truth may 
take place and Errors expos'd, ſhould be well 
pleaſed to have all Men of Penetration and In- 
tegrity publiſh their Opinions; for ſuch Men 
are the moſt likely of finding out Truth them- 
ſelves, and of ſetting it in a due Light before 
others. And not to permit ingenious, honeſt 


Men to publiſh, aſſert, and defend their Opi- 


nions, when different from our own, is to diſ- 
truſt our own Cauſe, and to fear the Light. 
Is it not ridiculous that the Men of the greateſt 
Integrity and Capacity ſhould be under any diſ- 
couragement from making Enquiries after 
Truth. 

Free Enquiry is always a Friend to Trah; 
and were it not for Force, and Violence, and 
the Power of perſecuting Church, how ſoon 
would that other monſtrous Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation be baniſhed all Nations, did but 
Freedom and Liberty take Place. Whereas, now 
we fee what darling Do&rines both that and 
the Incarnation are in all Popiſh, Prieſt- rid, 
Countries. 

One very remarkable Story we have in the 
old Romas Hiſtory, N Mars, who 

Was 
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was called the God of War. He was the 
Son of Juno only, without Company of her 
„ Huſband, For when Juno was greatly diſ- 
« pleaſed with herſelf, that Fupiter by ſtrik- 
„ing his Head, without Company of a Wo- 
man, did bring forth the Goddeſs Minerva; 
«© ſhe by the Counſel of the Goddeſs Flora, 
* touched a certain Flower in the Field of 
1 Olenius, by Virtue whereof ſhe immediately 
©« conceived the God Mars.” Goodwin's Rom. 
Hift, Chap. 10. So that Jupiter brought forth 
Minerva without the Company of a Woman, 
and Juno fonceived Mars without the Concur- 
rence of Jupiter. What a thouſand Pities it is, 
that any honeſt, good Men, ſhould be perfecuted 
or burnt as Hereticks, for not believing this. 

But if exe my Writings ſhould be judged to 
deſerve Bahifhment, I truſt my Royal Friend 
George, will never ſuffer me to be tranſported 
to taly, Spain, or Portugal, for if he does, it 
will be more than ten to one, they burn my 
Beard and Body too, and then he 1s never like 
to ſee the old Man and his Beard more. But 
as I have been a ſturdy and ſtrenuous Friend to 
him theſe forty Years and upwards, ever ſince 
the Nation happily ſettled the Crown in his 
illuſtrious Family, and many a ſtately Facobite 
- and Tory have I ſilenced by Dint of Argument, 
and brought to the Ground by Dint of Fiſt, 
yet generally in Self-Defence, and not to con- 
vince. his Judgment; ſo I am far from believ- 
ing my Royal Friend will ever do fo. - But 
rather, that he will find his Royal Mind dif- 

poſed 
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poſed to cheriſh the old Heart of his Friend 
Elwall, that has undergone ſo many Dangers, 
Threatenings, Conteſts, Brunts, and Blows, 
as I have for his Sake, and eſpecially for the 
Sake of his Royal Father. In the Beginning 
of whoſe Reign the rebellious Mobs pulled 
down and defaced ſo many Meeting-Houſes 
in the Country; I then lived at Wolverhampton 
(near which Place all my Anceſtors have lived 
above eleven hundred Years, ever fince the 
Saxons conquered the Britons). And one time, 
at Mid-day, near twenty of the diſaffected 
Mob, brought the Town- ladder, from the 
Town=hall, carried it, and reared it up to the 
Meeting-houſe ; three or four honeſt Men, 
whofe Hearts were good and true, came for me, 
and told me they were going to pull down the 
Meeting-houſe, and were actually then in it, 
Upon hearing this, I haſtened away with my 
Staff in my Hand, and they after me, and when 
there, I put my ſelf at the Head of about ſe- 
ven of my Friends, and entered the Meeting - 
houſe ; no ſooner we were entered, but one 
of my Friends calls out to me, Mr, Elwall, 
that Man, pointing at him, curſed King George. 
Upon which I preſſed through the thickeſt of 
them towards him, and he made as if he would 
ſtand and fight; but ſeeing me come reſolute- 
ly to him, he took to his Heels and run; and 
out he went at the other Door of the Meeting- 
houſe, and I after him, very cloſe and near, 
but turning too eagerly up the Street, I hap- 
pened to ſlip down upon one Knee, and ſo he 
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got of, All then were er out of the Meet- 
ing-houſe to ſee what came of us; but their 
Champion being fled, their Courage ſunk alſo. 
So that I went directiy to the Ladder, and ſaid, 

1 would have it down, the Mobbers ſwore I 
ſhould not; J faid, Down it ſhall come, and 
accordingly took hold of i it, and my Friends 
aſſiſting me heartily, we brought it to the 
Ground; and in the Scuffle two or three :Yards 
broke off the Top of the Ladder in the Fall; 
then we fell hard to it, I was ſmartly engaged 
with two or three at once before me, and one 
little Fellow ſtruck me with a black Oven-ſoo 

ſteil, or Broomſtick, I ſoon brought him down, 


and being cloſe in Struggle with one, I got him 


down and fell upon him, and one of the Mob, 
up with a broken Piece of Rail or Timber, and 
was going to ſtrike me on the Head, behind, 

as I was upon the Man ; but one of my Friends, 
one Janes Bullock, knock'd him down quick, 

before the Blow fell; and through the Mercy 
of God ſaved my Life, at that Inſtant of 
Time; this encouraged us, fo I being ſoon up, 
that we quickly drove them all off the Ground, 

in ſo much, that the Women and ſome of the 
Town- people upbraided them, and ſaid, What 
will you let Mr. Elwall and a few Preſbyterians 
beat you: Then they went all about the Town 
blowing their hideous Horns, to gather more 
Mob, and many a time threaten'd to ſhoot me, 
and to kill me if I had a hundred Lives ; and 
once fir'd a Gun at me through a Window as I 
rid Gown Bilſton -ſlreet, whether with a Ball or 
not, 
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not, I can't ſay. And once about threeſcore of 
them got together, and did damn their Blood 
and ſink their Spirits, if they did not pull 
wn my Houle before they ſlept; but my 
Wife throwing ſome Money down from the 
Window, and by the Perſuaſion of Neigh- 
bours, they walked off; but before they 
went, to ſpite me and my Wife, they kneeled 
on the Step of my Door, and drank the Preten- 
der's Health, by the Name of King James the 
Third. And all this Envy and Hatred for no 
other Cauſe, but my firm Affection to 
the Government, and becauſe I had often aſ- 
ſerted the Right our Nation had to ſettle the 


Crown in this preſent Royal Family. So that 


I may truly ſay, that I have borne the Heat and 
Brunt of the Day: And for all the manifold 
Dangers, the good God of Hyaven, hath car- 
ried me through, I deſire to adore and bleſs his 


holy Name for ever. 


And I am ſure of it, that the Deſign of my 
Heart, and the Deſire of my Soul, in what I 
have now wrote in this ſmall Tract, is to give 
Glory to the moſt High and Holy God, to 
vindicate his moral Character, and bear my 
Teſtimony to the Fitneſs, Goodneſs, and Ex- 
cellency of his facred ſeventh Commandment, 
and that the. Author of it never violated it, 
And hope in God, that this preſent Royal Far 

mily, will not only preſerve the religious Li 
berties of all his Subjects, but increaſe them to 
a perfect Freedom. And that all Degrees cf 
Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny and Oppreſſion, and 
forcing: one Sect of Chriſtians to Pay to another 
bh 2 5 that 
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that do not join with them nor hear them, may 
be baniſhed out of the Land. ins 
And indeed, the preſent Face of the Times 
feems to portend that happy Day to be near at 


Hand; for during theſe Jaſt four Reigns, that 


Hell-born Spirit of Perſecution has loſt Ground 
and declined very much: (except the Time of 
the infamous Schtſm-Bill, which was very ſhort, 
for ſhe that had fo often faid, I will inviolably 
maintain the Toleration, died that very Day 


that perſecuting Act took Date) For they took 


the Principles of the glorious William III, who 
when fome Clergymen, and ſome Diſſenters al- 
I, preſſed him to perſecute the Socinians, he ſaid, 
No, F will not do the Priefts Drudgery, vis. 
he would not let the Prieſts worry his faithful 
Subjects. And I think my Royal Friend George 


the Second, is more inclined to preferve the re- 


ligious Liberties of his Subjects, than ever the 


great William was: the Lord be praifed for it 
and grant that he may protect all his Subjects, 


and not ſuffer any one Se& to make Demands 
on any other, but Religion may be free, and no 
manner of way either forced or hindred, nor 
any Denomination have Power to oppreſs 
another upon any Demand relating to Religion, 
and Fhings fpiritual, Then ſhall the Lyon 
and Lamb lie down together, the rapacious 
Frieſt ſhall not tear the innocent Quaker, for 

Antichriſtian Tythes any more; till the Prieſts 
can ſhew that they are all deſcended from the 
Tribe of Levi, and that all the Nations of the 
Gentile Chriſtians are all now under the Obli- 
gation of the Ceremonial Laws and Cuſtoms: 


For 
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For my Part, I think it much more eaſy, 
plain, natural, or rational, to diſprove the 
Neceſſity of any Prieſts at all, in all the Gen- 
tile World; except all ſuch whom God hath 
conſtituted from the Creation; that is, the 
Father or Head of every ſingle Family ; as it 
was from our Father Adam to this Day, and to 
all Nations under Heaven, except the peculiar 
Nation of the Fews, or whoſoever had a Mind 
and deſire to be proſelyted unto. them, and 
then no longer a Foreigner, bur as one born in 
the Land. But the ſacred Ten Command- 
ments, and many more of their moſt excellent 
Precepts and univerſal Laws, have a Founda- 
tion in the Reaſon and Circumſtances of things, 
to be obſerved and for ever practiſed by all Man- 
kind upon the Face of the Earth. 

Tho? ſome of them never were nor ever will 
be known by the meer Light of Nature ; but 


depend on Revelation or Information. 


As the 2d, 4th, and 5th Commandment, 
for no Man, by the Light of Nature, would 
know which is the ſeventh Day, nor who is 
his Father or Mother, but it depends upon In- 
formation; yet when he knows who they are, 
and is informed of the Beginning and Creation 
Order, that God bleſſed the ſeventh Day and 
ſanctified it, viz. ſet it apart for holy Uſe, and 
the Reaſon of it, becauſe that in it, be bad reſted 
from all bis Work which God created and made. 
And then if he be truly honeſt, ſincere, up- 
right, and obedient, his Reaſon will inſtantly 


and. 
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( 32 ) 
and who he ought to honour and obey. And 
that this holy Law of God, called tbe Ten Com- 


mandments, belongs to all Mankind equally a- 
like, to all the Gentiles when they know it, and 


to all the Fews who do know it. And in that 


reſpect it ought to be owned and confeſſed, that 
the Jews give Glory and Honour to the 
great Creator of the Univerſe, by keeping 
ſacred the ſeventh Day, which he inſtituted 
from the Beginning of the World, as a Me. 
morial of it to all Generations; when at the 
ſame Time the pretended Chriſtians do moſt 
manifeſtly diſhonour and diſobey God, by vio- 


hating generally, the firſt Table of his ſacred 


Ten Commandments, and by obeying proud 
lying Popes, Prelates, and Prieſts Inventions, 
who have ſet up a Day which they have deviſed 
out of their own Heart, as wicked Feroboam did, 

which neither God nor his Prophets, Chrift nor 


Ought to conſider, if I have not a Lye in their 
Right-hand, for we muſt obey God rather than 


Men, Adds v. 29, 


But as to the Prieſthood, it is plain God ſe- 
parated the Tribe of Levi, becauſe of the nu- 
merous Sacrifices and other Services of that 


State and peculiar People, with Laws and 


Cuſtoms which did not belong to, and could 
not be kept by, any diſtant Nation beſides, as, 
three times a Year ſhall all your Males appear be- 
fore the Lord at Feruſalem. So that it is in vain 
for Papiſts or Proteſtants to talk of Prieſthood 
from them; except they were Levites : So that 


by 


his Apoſtles, ever commanded, and therefore 


(33) 


by the original Law of Nature, none are Prieſts, 
but Fathers or Heads of Families; as may 
plainly appear by Exod. xix. 22, where God 
himſelf calls them Prieſts, before there was any 
Prieſts made or ordained of the Tribe of Levi. 
And the Lord ſaid unio Moſes, go down, charge 
the People, leſt they break eh to the Lord 
to gaze, and many of them periſh. And let the 
Prieſts alſo which come near the Lord, ſanctify 
themſelves, leaſt the Lord break forth upon them. 
Here is a clear Demonſtration, that the Fa- 
thers of every Family were the Prieſts from 
the Beginning of the World to that Time; 


which was above two thouſand five. hundred: - 


Years. And therefore all the Families upon 
Earth, except the Jews, are in the ſame 
State to this Day, And Peter plainly calls 
them ſo; But ye are a choſen Generation, a 
royal Prieſthood, an boly Nation, a peculiar Peo- 
ple; that ye ſhould Gow forth the Praiſes of bim 
who hath called you out of Darkneſs into his mar- 


| vellous Light, 1 Pet. ii. 9. and theſe were believ- 


ing Gentiles, * 

Nevertheleſs, for more publick Worlhip 
upon God's holy Day, to meet together in 
any proper Place, by the united Conſent of 
the ſaid Prieſts, or Fathers of Families, and 
appoint one, or as many as they judge 
meet, to ſpeak one by one, to pray and 
exhort the People from the. Ability that 
God giveth, not for filthy Lucre, but of a 
W willing Mind, not lording it over God's 

W 


(44) 
Heritage, but that the Spirits of thoſe Prieſts, is 
ſubject to the united Prieſts, 

But may be, ſome very ſober, ſincere Peo- 


ſhall we do in this Matter, here is in this Goſ- 
pel of Matthew, and alſo in Luke, a very par- 
ticular Account of this Tranſaction between the 
Holy Ghoſt and the Virgin Mary ; and altho' 
Luke might take the Story from Matthew, yet 
| how came he by it, if it were not ſo? We own 
it is a ſtrange, unparallelPd Story, enough in- 
deed to aſtoniſh any one that reads it, as hard 
to believe, as that of St Winifred; and indeed 
Joſepb muſt have been not only a jaſt but a very 
pacific Man, to take his Wife, ble with Child, 
if he had never known her. 

But if thoſe People will but conſider, aw 
is another Story in Matihew, that is ſo ſhock- 
ing and incredible, that not one of all the other 
Evangeliſts, nor of all the Apoſtles had brow 
enough to mention, viz, And ihe Graves were 
opened, and many Bodies of Saints which ſlept a- 
roſe, and came out of their Graves after bis Reſur- 


unto many, Mat. xxvii. 52, 53. 
But my Friend Matthew, took care not to tell 


thoſe that they appeared to. 

So that many ſagacious, diſintereſted Per- 
ſons have thought this Story of Incarnation, 
Se. to be as true, as all our Witch-Stories. 
Which Notion or Doctrine of Witches, has 
been firmly believed by almoſt all the 9 
ox 


ple may think within themſelves, and ſay, what 


rection, and went into the Holy City, and appearea 


us one of the Names of them that aroſe, nor of 


(35) 
dox for many hundred of Years, even fince 
the Reformation, in the firſt Year of James 
the Firſt, it was made a capital Law, and great 
Numbers have been executed, or rather mur- 


ago. But ſince the great Naſſau, and Georgean 
Families came to the Throne, precious Liberty 


ropagated to that Degree, that many, or at 
[eaſt ſome of the moſt abſurd, unnatural, falſe, 
and incoherent Doctrines and Stories have been 
diſcovered and juſtly exploded, by honeſt 
Searchers, and unbiaſſed Enquirers after Truth; 
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may not only inherit his Crown, but that which 
is ten times better, and that is his Heaven- 
born Principle of Liberty ; which will more 
or leſs, ſooner or later be the Overthrow of all 
Prieſtcraft Perſecution and Falſhood from off the 
Face of the Earth. 


a . 0. 


Several wiſe and learned Men TRY obſerved, 


7 that they meet with many things in ſome Parts of 
Matthew's Goſpel, that betray themſelves, and 
| ſhew that they are not as they were originally, 
And Mark, his Epitomizer, who agrees with 
him in many Things, but not one Word of 
this Incarnation, nor the dead Bodies of the 
Saints, Sc. by which many think, that Goſ- 
pel of Matthew's, which Mark wrote from, had 
nothing of this Incarnation in it then, and is 
not the ſame we have now; but ſtrangely 
altered, miſplaced, and diſlocated, and that 


dered, and was never repealed till a few Years 


(a ſure Friend to Truth) has been protected and 


who have real Cauſe to pray, and ſay, Long live 
King George, And that all his Royal Succeſſors 
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to fuch a Degree, that as ſoon as the Naza- 
rene Chriſtians ſaw it, they rejected it, as not 
being the original Goſpel of Matthew, So that 


ever ſince it has been denied by ſome, and 


doubted of by others. For when it was origi- 
nally wrote in Hebrew, it was fo exact to, or 
very like, the Goſpel according to the Hebrews, 
that many have thought it to be the ſame, or 
very nearly agreeing to it. And though that 
firſt and moſt ancient Goſpel in Hebrew is loſt 
and made away, except a few Fragments of it, 
yet all the Nazarene Chriſtians utterly deny | 
any thing of this ſupernatural Incarnation ever | 


being in their Hebrew Goſpel, nor ever ſaw | 
it till your Greek Tranſlations 3 neither has | 


Chriſt himſelf ſpoke one Syllable of it, nor | 


Mark the Evangeliſt, nor Jabn the beloved 
Apoſtle, nor any one of the Apoſtles, not one 


Tittle. Nor yet Paul, the great Apoſtle of the 


Genliles, in all his fourteen Epiſtles, not one 


Word, nor one Line, and therefore I believe 


it falſe and not true. | 
And as it has been manifeſtly proved, that ; 


it has no Foundation in the Prophet [fatab, 
the Virgin being evidently the young Woman 
the Propheteſs, whom he eſpouſed before ſub- 
ſtantial Witneſſes, and then went to or ap- 


ꝓproached unto the Propheteſs, and ſhe con- 
ceived and bare a Son; not by the Holy Ghoſt, 


but by /aiab, by the foretelling of the Ho 
\ Ghoſt, and calling his Name Immanuel, ſignl- 
| fying, God with us, or God's Promiſe. with us. 


So was the Virgin Mary, ſeven hundred Years 
after, 


to keep them, if thou wilt enter into Tife, den 


(37) 


after, not gotten with Child by the Holy Ghoſt, 
but by her Huſband Joſepb, by the Promiſe and 
fore-telling of the Holy Ghoſt, a ling us 
Name Jeſus. 

So likewiſe Elizabeth conceived, not by the 
Holy Ghoſt, but by her Huſband — 
by the Promiſe and Fore- telling of the Holx 
Ghoſt, and calling his Name Jobn. And thet 
it is not expreſsly ſaid, that Zacharias 
Jobn, yet none but Bigots and Novices Will 
believe otherwiſe; and for any to afſert;thit 
Tſaiab's Wife, or Joſepb's Wife, or Zacharias 
Wife, were gotten with Child by any other 
Perſon or Agent, but by their own lawful-Huſs 
bands, will be a moſt notorious, abominable 
Scandal, upon thoſe three holy, yrs: and vir- 
tuous Women. 

And therefore, I think, it is the Duty of all 
holy, virtuous, chaſte Women, both Widows, 


S Wives, and Virgins, to vindicate the moral 


Character of the pure and holy God, and of 
their three dear and holy deceaſed Siſſers. 
The true Chriſtian Religion, the moral- Pre- 


; cepts of it as they came from Jeſus Chriſt, the 


anointed Prophet, are moſt excellent and juſt, 
being both the natural and ſpiritual Scope of 
the holy Laws of God. And as he was born 
and bred, and liv'd and dy'd a Few, ſo he ne. 
ver broke nor violated any one of them, nor 
ever taught any Few to break them; but always 


(be Commandments of . a e 
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1 know that almoſt all Sects of People think 
that Chriſt came to deſtroy or abrogate the 
 Law.of Moſes, which is ſo far from being true, 
that Chriſt tells us the direct contrary, ſaying, 
Mat. v. 17, 18, 19, 20. Think not that 1 am 
come to deſtroy the Law and the Prophets, I am 
= come to deſtroy but 10 fulfil; for verily, 
Jay unto you, till Heaven and Earth paſs, one 
Jos 2 one Tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the 
Law, till all be fulfilled. So that nothing can 
be more certain, than that the Law and the 
Prophets will continue in Force, till the Hea- 
ven and Earth paſs away. Now there is nothing 
better than to write intelligibly, ſor almoſt all 
Writers, when upon this grand Point, leave 
their Readers in the Dark, and do not diſtin- 
uiſn as they ought, For this whole Law and 
the Prophets, was given by God to his pecu- 
liar People 1/rael, by the Hand of Moſes and 
the Prophets, and is, and will be, an eternal, 
perpetual Law to them, chroughous their Ge- 

nerations for ever. 
But this whole Law was never given to the 
Gentile World, ncr ever intended or deſigned 
for them, except only ſuch Gentiles, as of their 
don accord joined themſelves by the Cove- 
nant of Circumſion, and then they were, by 
the expreſs Law of God, accounted as 1/raclites 
born in the Land; and then they were obliged, 
and it was their Duty, to keep the whole Law, 


may almoſt all our pretended Chriſtians pray, 


1 that 
4 | 


And nothing can be more ridiculous, than to 


(39) 
that all God's ancient People the eu, may 
be brought over to their falſe idolatrous and 
Popiſn Religion, viz. in plain Exgliſo, that the 
Jeu might all become Idolators and Rebels a- 
gainſt God; who has given them an eternally 
holy Law, "Thou ſhalt have no other Gods be- 
- ſides me. Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any 
graven Image, nor the Likeneſs of any thing that 
is tn Heaven above or in the Earth beneath, Thou 
ſhalt not bot down thy ſelf to them, Sc. And 
the ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of Jehovah, thy 
God, in it thou halt do no manner of Work, and 
the univerſal Reaſon given by God bimſelf, why 
it was the ſeventh Day and no other, 

Yet theſe profligate Chriſtians have Impu- 
dence and W ckedneſs enough to pray, that his 
ancient People may febel againſt wm, and open- 
ly violate his Law, in the Face of allthe World, 
and own two other Perſons to be God beſides 
him who is the only living and true God, To 
make Images and bow down to them, and not 
remember the Sabbath- Day nor keep it holy, 
but to work upon the ſacred ſeventh Day, and 
to prophane it, although the Creator of all the 
World, and of all Mankind, had from the 
Creation bleſſed and ſanctified it, that is, ſet it 
apart as an eternal Memorial that he is our 
Creator, Exod. xx, 

Now all theſe Laws of God in the Old Teſta- 
ment, that have an equal Relation to both Fews 
and Gentiles, and which are of right good uſe 
to the Latter as well as to the Former, are 
and ever will be in Force to the End of the 
e World; 


(49) 

World; fo far as they are made known to all 
Men upon Earth. | 8 

But thoſe Ceremonial Laws that were given 
to the Jews only, as a peculiar Nation, belong 
to the Jets only, and not to the Gentiles, to 
whom they were not intended, as may be 
clearly ſeen by the AA, of the Apoſtles xxi. 20. 


were all zealous of the Ceremonial Law : and 
Were all f them, both James and all the Elders, 
and Paul too, being a Jew, to walk orderly and 
keep the Law, and all believing 'Fews, Tho? 


believed, were exempted, and had written and con- 
cluded, that they obſerve no ſuch thing, ſave only, 


arcation, PR, 
And if the A 


poſtles ſo poſitively and ex- 


they have forbid their b-eaking the firſt, or ſe> 
. cond, or fourth Commundments of Jehovah. 
I will appeal to God, and to the upright Con- 
ſciences of every truly honeſt Man and Wo- 
man under Heaven. God knoweth, who hath 
Acceſs to all the ſecret Receſſes of my Heart, 
that I aim at nothing but Truth, and have no 
finiſter Ends nor Views; but to give Glory to 
that good God that gave me my Breath, and 
in whoſe Hand my frail Life is, and before 
whom 1 both expect and hope to appear in a 


where all the many thouſand of Jews that believed, 


we ſee plainly, at the ſame time, the Gentiles that 


that they keep themſelves from things offered to Idols, 
and from Blood, and from ſtrangled, and from For- 


preſsly forbid. all the Gentile Believers, the 
above things, how much more think ye, would 


few Years, or Months, or Days, (I being _ 


W 
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66 Years old) juſt as it pleaſeth him, truſting in 
his Mercy, Goodneſs and Wiſdom, who, I am 


ſure, will diſtinguiſh between him that ſerveth the 
Lord, and him that ſerveth him not. $2; IOW 

And as this Doctrine of Supernatural Incar- 
zation, Trinity, bowing to Images, Tranſub- 


ſtantiation, Merits, Satisfaction, taking God's 


Name in vain, by calling any Perſon, or 
Thing by that ſacred Name, which is not God, 
Violating that Day which he bleſſed and ſancti- 


fied, theſe are manifeſtly diſhonourable to the 


moſt high God, and apparently the falſe, ab · 
ſurd Inventions of Men; ſo let all good Men 
and Women, that delight to honour him, caſt 
them away as a menſtruous Cloth, and give 
Glory to the high and lofty One, who inha- 


biteth Eternity, who rideth in the Chariots of 
the Clouds, and ſitteth on the Circles of the 
Heavens, and dwelleth in the high and holy 


Place, yet with them alſo that are of an hum- 
ble contrite Spirit, and tremble at his Word, 
For his Power ſtandeth not in Multitude, nor 


his Might in ſtrong Men ; for he is a God of 
the Afflicted, and Helper of the Oppreſſed, an 


Upholder of the Weak, a Protector of the For- 
lorn; I pray thee, O God, who art Lord of 
Heaven, and King, of all Creatures, defend 
me from all Violence and Evil of every Kind, 


and all others who ſet their Hearts aright te 


honour thee, give me Fortitude and a Heart 
to depend on thee, and when thy Will is, thou 
l D 3 merciful 


(42) 
merciful God, reach forth thy Hand, and take 
me into thy heavenly Ark above. 


3 their Genealogies; and Luke was not to add 
And therefore it is a vain Thing, yea, 
* very filly Shift, to talk of Dukes tracing up 
the Pedigree of Mary, when he never mentions 
| her Name in that Genealogy, but expreſsly 
lays, that Foſeph was the Son of Heli, Luke 1 Ut, 
23. 

And Matthew expreſsly tells us, that Jacob 
begat Foſeph the Huſband of Mary, of whom was 
born Jeſus, Mat. i. 16, 

No two direct Contradictions, can never 


torious and manifeſt Falſhood. And as it ſeems 
he intended to run up the Pedegree of Mary, to 
be deſcended from Nathan, the Son of David 


thew plainly ſays Jacob and Foſeph were) I 
think a little more Honeſty and Sincerity would 
have better adorned my Friend Lakes Hiſtory, 
to have told us fo, and to have mention*d Mary, 
and not Joſepb the Son of Heli, which was not 


Truth is, that Luke knew full well, that the 
Jews never drew down their Genealogies from 


not Brow enough to inſert her Name ; which 
would never prove 7e/us to be the Son of Da- 
Vid in any ts Table, except Joſepb 


The Jes never had the Names of Women 


be both true, for if Jacob begat Foſeph, then he 
1s not the Son of Heli, but Luke has told us a no- 


(not from Solomon, the Son of David, as Mat- 


true. And J am inclined to think the plain 


Women, but from the Men, and therefore had 


begat 
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begat Jeſus, and then it will run clear,” natural, 
and indiſputable. 
| Whereas upon the forged Story foiſted into 

the preſent Greek Tranſlation of Matthew's 
Goſpel, it is a meer Rhodomontado. and ſeems 
to be invented by ſome weak-headed, ſyco- 
phantical Chriſtians, in order, no doubt, 
to deify the meek and lowly Jeſus, who ut- 
terly abhorred any ſuch Title; but was ſo far 
from it, that he plainly told us, I can do no- 
thing of my ſelf, but as I bear, I ſpeak, And 
this I find is no new Thing, for long before 
Chriſt was born, Alexander's Court-Flatterers, 
told him he was a God; but being wounded, 
the Pain made him cry out, You ſay that I am a 
Cod, and that I am Jupiter's Son, but this Wound 
tells me I am but a Man. One would think, 
that Alexander's Heathen Prieſts were either 
more honeſt or leſs cunning than the pretended 
Chriſtian Prieſts, otherwiſe they might have 
found out that artful thread-bear Diſt inct ion of 
Human- Nature and Divine Nature; and then 
told him, it was only in the former Nature he 
felt Pain, but not in the latter, and ſo have 
held up his Deity to this Day. Some have 
often thought of that witty Anſwer of Fob the 

famous African, Mahometan Prieſt, his Father 
a Prince, ſome Years ago brought into Eng- 
land, who having exceeding natural Parts, ſoon 
learnt our Language. And being often invited 
to the Houſes of good Families, was aſked, 
Whether he thought Chriſt was the Son of 8 * 
| O 0% 
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O no, no, ſays he, dat cannot be true, for mt 
did never read dat God bad a Wife, and me be ſure 
God would not bave a Whore, ſq dat could not be 
5; but you do mean dat Chriſt was de Son of God 

by Adoption, den it very true, be was good Pro- 
phet, and did teach de Way 10 God. | 

So there was many a Smile in the Company, 
but no more Queſtions aſked Fob on that Head, 
for all were pretty well ſatisfied, 


I would aſk any ſerious judicious Perſon 


this plain Queſtion, What Good do theſe un- 
natural, incoherent Doctrines promote or procure 
to Mankind ? Does believing the Supernatural 
Incarnation, make us any better Men? Or does 
believing the moſt High God to be a Plurality 


of Perſons, a quarter of a Dozen, or half a 
Dozen, make us one Jot the better Moraliſts? 
Does believing Bread and Wine, to be no longer 


ſo, than till the Prieſt has bleſſed it, and then 
it is the real Fleſh and Blood of Feſus Chriſt ? 
Will our Lives and Converſations any way be 
more acceptable to that Holy God who hateth 
Falſhood ? When at the ſame Time, our Rea- 
ſon and our Senſes, which God has given us, 


witneſſes in us, that all the above Doctrines are 


manifeſtly falſe, abſurd, and not true, 
And I will appeal to the Breaſt, of every 
pious, honeſt Man and Woman under Heaven, 


if it be not a thouſand mes more true, natural 


and rational, that Jeſus was the real Son of 
Joſeph, the real Son of Jacob, and by a juſt and 
lineal Deſcent of Genealogy, the Son of David, 
the Son of Abraham, the Son of Noah, the Son 


of 
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of Seth, which was the Son of Adam, which ah 
the Son of God, 

And that the Bread and Wine, both after * 
bleſſing it, is the very ſame it was before, and 
is no more altered nor tranſubſtantiated, than 
the Bread, or Lamb and Kid, and Wine at the 
Paſſover, and whatſoever Prieſt eateth the Bread 
and drinketh the Wine, and at the ſame Time 
telleth the People, it is the real Fleſh and Blood 
of Chriſt, he certainly knoweth he hath a Lye 
in his Right-Hand. And all the Faith in the 


World, will never make that Fact which never | 


was ſo. 
And would the Prieſt and People be ſo honeſt 
and wiſe to lay by ſafe, Part of what. is bleſſed 


and conſecrated, they would ſoon find by a ra- 


tional ſenſible Demonſtration of the one growing 
mouldy,. and the other ſour, that it is Bread and 
Wige ſtill, and there is nothing more in it, than 


| a Faith founded upon a Falſhood, 


If any Popiſh Proteſtants ſhould ſay, we do 
not believe this laſt Doftrine z I am very glad they 
do not, but you hold a Plurality of Perſons, 


and that every one of them is the 1 high God, 


which is as directly contrary to our Reaſon, as 


the other is to our Senſes. 


And nothing is more certain, than. that both 
theſe falſe Doctrines, and many others, as mak. 
ing Images of Jeſus the anointed Prophet, and 


bowing down to them ; praying to Mary the 
Mother of God, as they call her, all theſe 


* ſhameful Dodirines. and many more, are 


propp'd up, and ſupported by this abſurd, in- 
coherent Doctrine of Supernatural Incarnation: 
Which 


— 
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Which if it falls, as I have ſaid before, great 
will be the Fall of it, for all the reſt muſt and 
will inevitably fall with it. 

Therefore I have laid my Ax to the Root of 
this corrupt Tree, that has brought forth fo 
much evil Fruit, and when it falls, all the Super- 

ſtructure of falſe Doctrines built on it, will aſ- 
ſuredly fall with it. 

Some of the moſt learned, eminent Men in 
all Ages, have own'd and affirm'd, that, ** The 
«© preſent Copies of Matthew's Goſpel are only 
« a Tranſlation from the Hebrew, in which Lan- 


ce guage all Ng ity affirm that Goſpel was 
( 


„Written; may thereſore more probably have 


been ſubject to more Conſ uſion aad Diſorder, 
«© than any of the reſt.” See Whiſton's Har- 


mony of the Four Evangeliſts, Page 111, 
But to mention all the Authors that have 
doubted, or deny'd the preſent Copies of Mal- 


thew's Goſpel, would ſwell too large to be in- 


ſerted in ſo ſmall a Book as this. 


And after all the Writings and Readings 


ever ſo much pro and con, there is enough in 
thoſe two ſingle Verſes, Matthew i. 16. and 
Luke iii. 23. to convince and fully ſatisfy 
any honeſt, ſincere Searcher after Truth, that 


there is a manifelt; irreconcilable, direct Sa- 


diction between them ; the one tells us in plain, 
expreſs Words, and Jacob begat Foſeph the 


Haſband of Mary, of whom was born Jeſus wbo 


is called Chriſt, And the other tells us. And Je- 


Jus himſelf began to be about thirty Tears of Age, 
being (as was ſuppoſed) ihe Son of Joſepb, which 


was the Son of Heli. 


Now 


ad ag Mio... 
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' New as I have obſerved, two ſuch diametrical, 
palpable, direct Contradict ions, can never be 
both true; one muſt of abſolute Neceſſity be falſe, 
for if Jacob begat Joſepb, as it ſeems very evident, 
then for certain Joſepb was not the Son of Heli. 

And any wiſe Perſon may obſerve the Words 
which Luke thruſts in a Parentheſis, (as was ſup» 
pojed) the Son of Foſeph ; becauſe all the Jews 
that then liv*d at Nazareth, when Joſeph married 
Mary, knew that he begat Feſus, and divers Sons 
and Daughters beſides, as is manifeſt from their 
politive Affirmation, ts not this the Carpenter's 


. Son, and his Mother Mary, and his Brothers and 
bis Siſters, are they not all bere withus? What can 
be more plain? Mat. xill. 55. 


| Mark alſo tells us the ſame, that he came into 
bis own Country and his Diſciples follow him, and 


toben the Sabbath-day was tome, be began to teach 


in the Synagogue, (but never on a firſt Day) and 


. they ſaid, Is nat this the Carpenter, the Son of Mary, 


the Brother of James and Foſes, and Juda and Si- 


mon, and are not bis Siſters here with us; Mark 


vi. 3. Aud they ſaid, 15 not this Foſeph's Son? Luke 
iv, 22, Likewiſe the beloved Diſciple is very ex- 
preſs, and tells us, the Jews at Capernaum and 
at Nazareth, the Place where Joſeph and Mary 


were married and brought up, they ſaid, Is not 


this Feſus the Son of Foſeph, whoſe Father and 
Mother we know f 3 
Now here it is plain they were Neighbours, 


and knew Foſeph and Mary both before their 


Mrraiage, at it, and After it, and the Births of 


all their Children, And beſides all theſe Wit- 


neſſes, that 79/eph was the real Father of Jeſus, 
EH we 
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. 
we have the beſt and only Witneſs in the World 
that could tell us truly, and that is Mary herſelf, 
who openly in the Temple, before the Doctors 
and Multitudes of Witneſſes, ſolemnly declares, 
that Joſeph was his Father, for ſhe ſaid, Son, 
why baſt thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy Fa- 
ther and I have ſought thee ſorrowing, Luke ii. 42. 
Can any one be ſo egregiouſly ſtupid, as to 
conceive, that this holy Woman would ſtand up 
in the ſacred Temple of God, and declare before 
the Multitude, and the great Doctors of the Law, 
that Joſeph was his Father, if it had not been true? 
Not only ſo, but ſhe introduces her Aſſertion with _ 
a very ſolema Remark, Behold, thy Father and 1 

bave ſought thee ſorrowing. Joſeph himſelf was pre- 
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ſent and all the People in the Templebeliev'd her, 
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and never doubted but that ſne ſpoke Truth, and 
always own'd it, and ſaid, 1s not this Feſus the Son 
of Foſeph, whoſe Father and Mother we know ? 
But this Incarnation Story was not coin'd nor 
heard of in the World for above half a hundred 
Years after 7Fo/eph and Mary were married, and 
the Truth of this does plainly appear, from the 
_ univerſal Silence of all the Fews ; who had they 
ever heard the leaſt Hint, or ſeen the leaſt Tittle 
of ſuch a monſtrous Story, how loudly would 
they have upbraided Jeſus and all his Diſciples 
with it: But, behold, not one Word of this 
Kind ever came from any of them, which is a 
ſtrong and ponderous Reaſon to believe it is as 
falſe a Story, as that Foſeph was the Son of Heli; 
the Truth or Non-truth of which, let every honeſt 


unprejudic'd Man judge according to the true up- 
right Abilities gh ohh God hath given 
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